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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Surpassing Our 100th COVID Case:        
Thank you, McLeod, for doing your part! 
Now, we have to do more. 

July 20th, 2020: As McLeod County marks its 100th COVID-19-case over 
the last week, we want to thank our residents for following the 
recommendations regarding wearing a mask, social distancing and 
following the recommendations at their places of work and while visiting businesses.  Because of the 
work our community has done with following the recommendations, we can continue to have 
businesses open, help our economy and have other entertainment like town baseball again. A slow 
move back to a new normal.  As we reflect from our first case back on April 2nd, 2020 to our 100th case 
on July 13th, 2020; residents are encouraged to stay the course by continuing to slow the spread by 
doing the following: 

• Wear a mask 
• Wash or sanitize your hands often 
• Stay at least 6 feet from others 

 
To help stop the spread of germs we have learned to cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze, throw used tissues in the trash and if you don't have a tissue, cough or sneeze into 
your elbow, not your hands. This is a common place practice. Now, with no signs of COVID-19 slowing its 
spread, we are asking our communities to take that extra step which is to wear a mask.  This concept is 
just like universal precautions. We work to protect each other from the unknown.  Wearing a mask is 
like having a tissue readily available and helps to catch possible contaminated droplets when speaking, 
coughing, and sneezing. My mask protects you, and your mask protects me -- just in case either of us has 
COVID and doesn’t know it. 

The Center of Disease Prevention and Control’s (CDC) recommendations around wearing a cloth mask in 
public are as follows: 

• CDC recommends that people wear cloth face coverings in public settings and when around 
people who don’t live in your household, especially when other social distancing measures are 
difficult to maintain. 

• Cloth face coverings may help prevent people who have COVID-19 from spreading the virus to 
others. 
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• Cloth face coverings are most likely to reduce the spread of COVID-19 when they are widely 
used by people in public settings. 

• Cloth face coverings should NOT be worn by children under the age of 2 or anyone who has 
trouble breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the mask 
without assistance. 

• Masks can help to stop your germs from infecting others. This is extra important if people 
without symptoms can spread the virus that causes COVID-19 disease. 

• For more guidance regarding using bandanas, a t-shirt or a square cotton cloth to make face 
coverings, please visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-
cloth-face-coverings.html  

McLeod County Emergency Management can offer a limited supply of non-medical masks to McLeod 
County businesses on a first come – first served basis. If you are interested in obtaining masks for your 
business, call Kevin Mathews at 320-864-1339. Masks will need to be picked up from the McLeod 
County office in Glencoe with arranging for pick-up with Kevin. 

Even with mask wearing, it’s important to remember to distance yourself physically from others as much 
as possible. The Minnesota Department of Health’s recommendations around distancing are: 

• Stay home as much as possible. 
• Stay at least 6 feet from other people if you are in public places. 
• Telework if you can. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• If you are 65 and older or have certain underlying medical conditions, stay at home and avoid 

situations where you could be exposed, including travel. 
As we continue to prepare, we know that the data we see is painting a picture across the state of 
Minnesota, showing that community exposure is the main way of contracting COVID-19. Many people 
with COVID-19 are not tested, so the laboratory-confirmed cases in the most current data report 
represent only a fraction of the total number of people in Minnesota who have had COVID-19. Data is 
for cases that were tested and returned positive. (Source: Weekly COVID-19 Report: 7/16/2020) 

Collectively the state data shows that 54% of the cases in Minnesota have been a result of community 
contact (outbreak, known contact or no known contact).  17% of the cases in Minnesota have been 
found in congregate living (nursing homes, group homes, assisted living facilities) and 7% of the cases 
are found in health care workers.   

The known data that McLeod County Public Health has access to shows that McLeod County residents as 
of 7/16/2020, have had 3,343 tests completed. The current total cases in McLeod County as of 
7/16/2020 is 104 cases with 0 deaths.  A breakdown of these statistics show that generally more males 
vs females have contracted COVID-19 in McLeod County and over 50% of the cases have occurred in 
people 40 years of age and younger. From April 2nd (first case) through June 15th we had a total of 55 
cases and only 32% of those cases were of persons ages 0-29.  For the past month the percent of cases 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/stats/covidweekly29.pdf
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of new COVID positive persons aged 0-29 accounted for 52% of McLeod’s cases which is a significant 
increase.  

For current information about COVID-19 in Minnesota continue to visit the Minnesota Department of 
Health’s COVID-19 website at https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html. If you 
show symptoms of COVID-19, you are encouraged to get tested by your healthcare provider, and if you 
are looking for local COVID-19 resources for McLeod County continue to visit the county website at 
https://www.co.mcleod.mn.us/government/departments/administration/covid-19/index.php  
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